Business and Civic Leaders for Judicial Public Campaign Fund

A project of North Carolina Voters for Clean Elections

PO Box 10402, Raleigh, NC 27605 ● 919-521-4121

May 4, 2011

Dear State Legislator:
Fair and impartial courts are one of our nation’s greatest achievements. An independent judiciary upholds equality and justice, preserves the rule of law and protects individual rights. 

In 2004, North Carolina began a voluntary public financing program to prevent the appearance of corruption in the judiciary. The program provides a statewide voter guide and an alternative source of campaign money to candidates for the NC Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, if they can meet certain public trust conditions.

The program has been very successful. Incumbents and challengers, men and women, and judges with varying political perspectives have run and won under the program. It has freed our judges from the unseemly notion that justice is for sale. The program is voluntary and does not use an appropriation from the NC General Fund.

As civic leaders, attorneys, public officials and concerned citizens, we join together to urge you to protect the integrity of our judicial system and preserve the judicial public financing option and the Public Campaign Fund. Many of us would prefer a different method of selecting judges, but as long as we elect the members of our state’s top courts, we should continue this vital program.

Thank you, 

James E. Holshouser Jr., Southern Pines, Former Governor

James B. Hunt Jr., Lucama, Former Governor

James G. Martin, Charlotte, Former Governor

Robert B. Morgan, Lillington, Former U.S. Senator and NC Attorney General

William Friday, Chapel Hill, Former President, The University of North Carolina

Joined By (Affiliations provided for identification purposes only)
J. Allen (Al) Adams, Raleigh, Former State Legislator

Charles J. Alexander II, Winston-Salem, Attorney

Mary Alsentzer, Belhaven, Former Greenville City Council Member

Gardner H. Altman Jr, White Oak, Legal Consultant
David R. Anders, Asheville, President, Professional Firefighters and Paramedics of NC
Bernard Apple, Hendersonville, Retired, DuPont Corporation

Jim Babb, Charlotte, Broadcast Executive

Robert F. Baker, Durham, Past President, NC Bar Association

Edward Barnard, Raleigh, Pattern Builders

Seth M. Bernanke, Charlotte, Attorney

Richmond G. Bernhardt Jr., Greensboro, Attorney

Richard von Biberstein Jr., Burgaw, Attorney

James D. Blount Jr., Raleigh, Attorney

Arthur & Joanne K. Bluethenthal, Greensboro

Scott Boatwright, Asheville, Attorney

Stuart Bondurant, Chapel Hill, Dean Emeritus, UNC School of Medicine

George B. Bowen, Belhaven, Bowen Company Inc. 

Richard T. Boyette, Raleigh, Attorney

Martin Brackett, Charlotte, Attorney
John D. Bridgeman, Gastonia, Former State Legislator
Clifford Britt, Winston-Salem, Attorney
Walter E. Brock Jr., Raleigh, Attorney
H. David Bruton, Southern Pines, Former Secretary, Dept. of Health & Human Services
Susan K. Burkhart, Raleigh, Attorney
Jones Byrd, Asheville, Attorney and Chair, Buncombe Board of Elections

Paul Carrington, Durham, Former Dean, Duke University School of Law
Nancy G. Carter, Charlotte, City Council Member

Lee Chaden, Winston-Salem, Retired Chair, Hanesbrands Inc.
Peg Chapin, Charlotte, League of Women Voters
J. Parker Chesson Jr., Durham, Former Chair, NC Employment Security Commission

Dumont Clarke, Charlotte, State Judicial Council and Mecklenburg County Commission

Barry S. Cobb, Raleigh, Attorney

Sue W. Cole, Greensboro, Principal, Granville Capital Inc.

Robert A. Collier Jr., Statesville, Retd. Superior Court Judge, Chair, NC Board of Transportation
Sam Cooper, Pittsboro, Clerk of Chatham County Superior Court
Dorothy Crawford, Franklin, Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging
Stephen E. Culbreth, Wilmington, Attorney
Dr. and Mrs. Robin Cummings, Pinehurst

Cal Cunningham, Lexington, Former State Legislator
Robert Cutting, Wilmington, Attorney
Anne R. Daniel, Greensboro, Guilford Commission on Aging

Frank Daniels Jr, Raleigh, Retired Newspaper Publisher
Charles M. Davis, Louisburg, Attorney, Past President NC State Bar

Jay Dees, Salisbury, Attorney

Lewis Dishmon, Reidsville, NC Commission on Workforce Development
Phillip R. Dixon, Greenville, Attorney
James K. Dorsett III, Raleigh, Attorney, Past President NC State Bar
David Dreifus, Raleigh, Attorney
David Drooz, Raleigh, Attorney
Patricia Dunn, Greenville, Mayor of Greenville

G. Vincent Durham Jr, Rocky Mount, Attorney

L. Pierce Egerton, Greensboro, Attorney
A. Charles Ellis, Greenville, Attorney

A.A. (Alice) Espenshade, Washington, Attorney
Robert Ewing, Winston-Salem, Attorney
James G. Exum Jr., Greensboro, Former Chief Justice, NC Supreme Court
Meredith P. Ezzell, Wilmington, Attorney
Ray Farris, Charlotte, Attorney
Anne Dickson Fogleman, Chapel Hill, Former Member, Fayetteville City Council

Henry E. Frye, Greensboro, Former Chief Justice, NC Supreme Court

Frank R. Gailor, Raleigh, Hedgehog Holdings

J. Banks Garrison, Albemarle, South Central Oil Company

Terry E. Garrison, Henderson, Vance County Commissioner

John H Gilbert, Raleigh, Former Chair, Wake County Board of Elections

Charles D. and Jenny P. Godwin, New Bern, Psychiatrist and Attorney
W.D. (Bill) Goldston Jr., Eden, Goldston Transportation and Former State Legislator
Jim Goodmon, Raleigh, Capital Broadcasting Company
Bill Gorelick, Charlotte, W. Gorelick and Sons
Karen Gottovi, Wilmington, Former State Legislator
Murray Greason Jr., Winston-Salem, Attorney

Sarah Grace Zambon, Henderson, Attorney

Wib Gulley, Durham, Former State Legislator
Stanley F. Hammer, High Point, Attorney
Tobias S. Hampson, Raleigh, Attorney
Patricia Hargrove, Asheville, Keith Hargrove Architect PC

Donald J. Harris, Raleigh, Attorney

George M. Harvin, Henderson, Rosemyr Corp.

Diana D. and Richard Hatch, Cary, AARP State Leaders
John Haworth, High Point, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association
H. Parks Helms, Charlotte, Former Chair, Mecklenburg County Commission
Susan Holt Helmer, Siler City, Teacher
G. Edison Hill, Asheville, Attorney
Dean W. Hollandsworth, Wilmington, Attorney

Ed Holmes, Pittsboro, Former State Legislator

Tom Irons, Greenville, Associate Vice Chancellor, ECU Regional Health Services

David A. Irvin, Winston-Salem, Retired Attorney

Tommy Jarrett, Goldsboro, Attorney, Past President, NC State Bar
Nelson Jessup, Winston-Salem, EduCon Inc.

Roddy Jones, Raleigh, Davidson and Jones Corp.

 John L. Jernigan, Raleigh, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association

Robert Kadis, Raleigh, Centrex Properties Inc.

Richard Kane, Raleigh, Attorney

Dorothy K Kearns, High Point, Former Guilford County Comm. and Board of Education

William E. Keenan, Charlotte, Investment Manager

Robert Kennel, Holly Springs, Kennel's Beach Inc.
Joe R. Kluttz Jr., Albemarle, Albemarle Insurance Agency
Kenneth Knight Sr., Madison, Attorney

H. Edward Knox, Charlotte, Former Mayor of Charlotte and State Legislator
Robert J. Lawing, Winston-Salem, Attorney

Betty Tenn Lawrence, Asheville, Attorney
Carroll H. Leggett, Winston-Salem, Public Relations

Dan Manning, Williamston, Attorney

Loretta M. Martin, Thomasville, Former President NC Association of Educators
George B. Mast, Smithfield, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association
Carol J. Mattocks, New Bern, Chair-Elect, Craven Community College 

Michael A. Mayer, Mebane, Senior Partner, Community Resource Alliance

James Maynard, Raleigh, Golden Corral 

Julie McClintock, Chapel Hill, Former Town Council Member

Ed McCormick, Lillington, Retired/Emergency District Court Judge
Charles K. McCotter Jr., New Bern, Attorney
Larry McDevitt, Asheville, Former Mayor of Asheville, Past President, NC Bar Association
Pender McElroy, Charlotte, Attorney
William D. McKee Jr., Cashiers, President, High Hampton Inn and Country Club

C. Neill McLeod, Raleigh, Former President, Martin Community College

Paul A. Meggett, Chapel Hill, Attorney

Jim Melvin, Greensboro, Former Mayor

Lucia Safran Messina, Wilmington, Messina Consulting 

Assad Meymandi, Raleigh, Adjunct Professor of Psychiatry, UNC School of Medicine

Steven D. Michael, Kitty Hawk, Attorney

Burley Mitchell, Raleigh, Former Chief Justice, NC Supreme Court

Henry Mitchell, Raleigh, Attorney
George W. Moore, Asheville, Attorney

Luther Moore, Charlotte, Attorney

David L. Neal, Chapel Hill, Attorney

Jim Neal, Chapel Hill, Investment Banker

Graham R. Neville, Smithfield, Triangle Insurance Group 

L. Oliver Noble Jr., Hickory, Retired District and Superior Court Judge
Charles S. Norwood Jr., Goldsboro, Real Estate
Gerald C. Parker, Asheboro, Attorney

Jerry Parnell, Charlotte, Past President NC State Bar

M. Travis Payne, Raleigh, Attorney

Jim W. Phillips Sr., Lexington, Former State Legislator 

Richard M. Price, Clayton, Attorney

Norfleet Pruden, Charlotte, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association
Alfred L. Purrington III, Raleigh, Attorney
William A. Raney Jr., Wilmington, Attorney

Marshall A. Rauch, Gastonia, Former State Legislator
James E. Renfrow, Morehead City, Coastal Finance Company

John Runkle, Chapel Hill, Attorney

Norwood Robinson, Winston-Salem, Attorney 

R. Eugene Rogers, Williamston, Former State Legislator 
Leonard Safrit Jr., Beaufort, Building Supply Business
Jo Anne Sanford, Raleigh, Former Chair, NC Utilities Commission
Howard P. Satisky, Raleigh, Attorney
J. Brian Scott, Rocky Mount, Attorney
Charles H. Sedberry, Raleigh, Attorney
M. Theresa Shank, Greenville, Former Pitt County Commissioner

Gary K. Shipman, Wilmington, Attorney

John Silverstein, Raleigh, Attorney

Larry B. Sitton, Greensboro, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association

D. Clark Smith Jr., Greensboro, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association
Larry R. Sorrells, Asheville, President, NC State Council of American Postal Workers
Samuel O. Southern, Raleigh, Attorney
Allen Spalt, Carrboro, Former Town Alderman

Robert W. Spearman, Raleigh, Former Chair, NC State Board of Elections

Bill Stanley, Buncombe County, Vice Chair, Buncombe County Commission
John S. (Jack) Stevens, Asheville, Past President, NC Bar Association
Thom Styron, Morehead City, Styron & Styron Insurance 

James M. Talley Jr., Charlotte, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association

David T. Tayloe Jr., Goldsboro, Goldsboro Pediatrics
W. Dennis Tharrington, Henderson, Innovative Green Builders Inc. 

Sydnor Thompson, Charlotte, Attorney
Karl B. Thor, Cary, Astellas Pharma

Henry (Hank) P. Van Hoy II, Mocksville, Attorney, Past President, NC Bar Association 
John H. Vernon III, Burlington, Attorney, Past President, NC State Bar

Clarence W. (Ace) Walker, Charlotte, Attorney
Russell G. Walker Jr., Asheboro, Retired Superior Court Judge

John A. J. Ward, New Bern, Attorney

Jason Walser, Salisbury, Attorney

John Drew Warlick Jr., Jacksonville, Attorney
Lindsay Warren Jr., Goldboro, Attorney

J. Michael Weeks, Zebulon, Attorney

Charles Weill, Greensboro, Weill Investment Co.

Judith Welch Wegner, Hillsborough, Former Dean, UNC School of Law

Allen Wellons, Smithfield, Former State Legislator 

Thomas R. West, Raleigh, Attorney
John (Buddy) Wester, Charlotte, Past President, NC Bar Association

Jerry S. Weston, Greensboro, Attorney 
Bill Wilson, Raleigh, AARP-NC

John Wilson, Manteo, Former Mayor

L. Jane Wilson, Asheville, retired
William F. Wolcott III, Asheville, Attorney
Tony Worrell, Goldsboro, President, Wayco Ham Co
Smedes York, Raleigh, Former Mayor/York Properties
